SUPPLEMENTARY METHODS

Generating the pSP73-JY10 plasmid
To generate the pSP73-JY10 plasmid, we first constructed the plasmid pSP73-JY0 containing a 5.3 kbp region of DNA that is devoid of B. subtilis Chi sequences.
pSP73-JY0 was generated by amplifying the region of the E. coli K12 W3110 The resulting insert consisted of a 39 bp duplex region containing 3 co-oriented Chi sequences, each separated by 9 bp of non-specific DNA and also contained 5'-CATG overhangs at both ends, enabling it to be cloned into the Chi-free region of pSP73 at two separate locations using the restriction enzymes NheI and XbaI. The NheI site is located approximately 850 bp from the XhoI end of the Chi-free region, whilst the XbaI site is located 1,100 bp from the BamHI end. The presence and orientation of both Chi-containing inserts was confirmed by sequencing, with the region inserted at the NheI site orientated such that the Chi sites are recognised by enzymes travelling
